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Inauguration Day Fashion in Lincoln’s Day on artiFACTS  
 
What might a well-dressed American man have worn to Abraham Lincoln’s first presidential 
inauguration in 1861? Hint: It was several inches tall, stood straight up and made from the finest silk! 
 
Learn how men made a fashion statement in Lincoln’s time by clicking on the Fairfax County Park 
Authority’s artiFACTS website at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resource-management/artifacts.htm. 
Our newest addition to the site reveals how a popular hat style had a devastating impact on wildlife 
and changed a fashion trend. This month’s featured item can be seen on display from time to time at 
Sully Historic Site. 
 
The Park Authority’s collections include more than 5,000 historic objects, such as quilts, chairs, 
baskets, machines, and clothing; thousands of archival items, such as photographs, letters, maps, and 
other documents; and upwards of three million artifacts that include archaeological finds, such as 
spear points and pottery. All come with their own stories to tell. artiFACTS allows us to showcase a 
small sampling of these treasures to educate, enlighten and entertain. Scroll through the site to learn 
tidbits such as the purpose of fire screens or the stories behind a pipe stem and broken wine bottle. 
 
For more information about the Park Authority’s Museum Collections, contact Heritage Resource 
Specialist Megan Leining at 703-631-1429 or at megan.leining@fairfaxcounty.gov.  
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